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About 
Magnetic loop will be raced in 2 groups, intermediate and beginners. The idea of this is to allow fast 

transitions after each stage and to implement the best water safety methods possible to all 

competitors. In order to race in the Around Magnetic Island Loop, competitors must prove 

themselves at a long course prior or mention other courses you have done in the past. 

There are 5 stages between 3.5km and 10.9km, taking paddlers the entire way around the island. 

You will see amazing sights that are not accessible to vehicles, amazing sights that so many people 

have never seen before! 

 

And what makes it even better is that you will get a chance to stop and enjoy these places, with a bit 

of time to rest and refuel in between each stage. 

Event  

Date  August 12th     
Briefing  8:00am 

Race Start  8:30am  

Distance  

  
 
38km 

 

Start Location:     Nelly Bay Marina, 4819. 

Finish Location:    Nelly Bay Marina, 4819 

 

Short Course 

Short course competitors will paddle from Horseshoe Bay to West Point (10km). 
Competitors must have their boat loaded on to the trailer at the Nelly Bay terminal by 8am. 
The trailer and short course competitors will be transported to Horseshoe Bay.  

Kayaks are to be loaded onto the trailer at West Point, it will then be transported back to 
Nelly Bay with the Long Course paddlers 

Briefing   
Location: 8:00am Nelly Bay. 

It is Mandatory all competitors attend the briefing before the event race. This is where we 

will cover important information including exact start & finish points, markers and safety. 

Getting to Magnetic Island 
Kayaks can be transported to Magnetic Island on the Fantasea Barge. 

Competitors can walk on with their ski (cost $13 one way, $26 return). 

Once you arrive at the Nelly Bay terminal you can carry your ski to the Start location or if you are 

arriving on Friday you can carry your ski to the storage area below Peppers (see maps attached). 

Competitors arriving on Saturday morning will need to catch 7:10am Barge (ensure you arrive with 

sufficient time to load kayak) 
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If you prefer to have your kayak send on the trailer, you will need to load it onto the trailer Friday 

11th August 11:00am – 12:20pm at the Fantasea Barge. Bring your own straps. Limited spots. Email 

admin@nqoceanpaddleseries.com.au to secure your spot. 

The trailer will return Sunday afternoon.  

Fantasea Timetable  http://www.fantaseacruisingmagnetic.com.au/ferry/magnetic-island-ferry-

timetable/ 

 

Storing your ski / outrigger on Magnetic Island overnight 
Peppers Blue on Blue is kindly allowing us to store our paddle craft in their lower carpark to allow 

safe and secure storage overnight. This storage area is best accessed from the parklands just past 

the peppers reception area…handy as when you start the race this is the best spot to enter the 

water and offers a few hundred metres of warm up paddle area.  (we will have 8 x access card to this 

undercover parking so let us know when you need to access it). Please contact Joel on 0447496489 to 

arrange the access card. 

Starting the race 
We will start the race just outside the mouth of the harbour. This is to avoid the potential of 

oncoming ferry traffic and other harbour traffic. Visual start to the race with the use of a flag. All 

paddlers are starting together for stage 1. 
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Tag team paddlers getting to West point and Horseshoe bay 
Registered tag team athletes can get to horseshoe or west point via a few options:  

• We can transport you (via our cars/ transport) Limited places & can only drop off at 

Horseshoe Bay and West Point. (YOU MUST ADVISE WHAT YOU NEED by Friday morning to 

admin@nqopceanpaddleseries.com.au) 

• You can hire a car- Ensure it’s possible to go to west point (this way you can swap more 

often if you like) 

• You can catch the bus $2.70 per trip to horseshoe bay but doesn’t go to west point  

Rest breaks 
The fast group will be on a much stricter timeline than the second group but each person will have 

the chance to have a drink and some fruit at checkpoints. CocoSAMU will also have some 

complimentary Coconut water for you at the end of each leg. 

You can also bring a bag for us to take to checkpoints with any food or drink you want in them. 

(ensure it is clearly labelled with your name so that we can make sure it is in the correct car) 

 

Direction of the race based on weather 
We will be leaving the direction open to the weather (clockwise or anti clockwise) so that we can get 

the best options for a following sea where possible. The announcement will be made via 

“NQOceanpaddleseries” Facebook and email to all registered competitors the day before the event 

as well as detailed in the course briefing Saturday morning. ‘LIKE’ us to keep up to date with the 

latest information. 

Finish of the race 
Your finish time will stop when you get in line with Peppers deck, you will need to ensure we can see 

your number (yell it out as you go past) 

Plus you get one of these awesome 

medallions for finishing!! What a great 

memento of your paddle around Magnetic 

Island! 

When you finish your paddle, head around to the deck, grab some food 

and drink and chill out to the smooth tunes of the Koffin Rockers (from 

3pm...so faster paddlers might have to wait for music ;)  

Presentations will be at 6pm on the deck at Peppers (this is where you 

will get your medallion!!). 
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Getting your ski / outrigger back to the mainland 
• The trailer will be returning to Townsville mainland Sunday afternoon 3:30pm to Fantasea 

carpark 

• Fantasea walk ons are able to get on at any time as per the Fantasea timetable 

Points for Magnetic Loop 
Overall points per stage  

• 1st place 6pts 

• 2nd place 3 pts 

• 3rd place 2 points 

Overall win of Magnetic Loop 
Points as usual to top 10 finishers 16 pts for 1st etc as per rest of season. 

Series points  
As per usual with stage placings being totalled onto the series points 
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Images of the course below 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nelly Bay – Alma Bay 

Stage 1 - Alma Bay 
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Alma Bay to Horseshoe Bay 

Stage 2 – Horseshoe Bay 
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Horseshoe Bay to West Point 

Stage 3 – West Point 
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West Point to Picnic Bay 

Stage 4 – Picnic Bay 
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Picnic Bay to Nelly Bay 

Stage 5/Finish –Nelly Bay 
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Sunday- Downwind Paddle Clinic 
 

On Sunday 13th August, you can also be part of the Downwind Skills Masterclass Clinic with 

Dean Gardner. Consolidate your weekend of paddling with skills you can take with you. 

This is NOT a paddling technique session, downwind is about reading the ocean and using 

the energy and power that it has 

on offer to get more speed from 

your ski/ outrigger. You will learn 

and develop different levels of 

those skills at this session. 

 

 

Dean is the founder and owner of 

Oceanpaddler and is regarded as 

one of the top Ocean Paddlers. 

From his first Molokai in 1999 Dean 

has taken part in every race since 

and has held the record for the race 

since 1994 lowering it again to its 

current time in 1997. Dean along 

with Lewis Laughlin and Grant 

Kenny are the only men to have 

won both surf ski and outrigger 

Molokai’s with Dean the only one to 

have won both in the same year. 
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